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the Government had adopted in Bengal. I spoke from a
i full heart, for I had been greatly moved by accounts of
occurrences in the province. What pained me most was
the manner in which human dignity had been outraged
by indiscriminate suppression of whole populations.
The political problem, urgent as it was, took second place
before this human problem. These three speeches of
mine formed the three counts against me in my subsequent
trial in Calcutta and my present sentence is due to them.

From Calcutta we went to Santiniketan to pay a visit
to the poet Rabindra Nath Tagore. It was always a joy
to meet him and, having come so near, we did not wish to
miss him. I had been to Santiniketan twice before. It
was Kamala's first visit, and she had come especially to
see the place as we were thinking of sending our daughter
there. Indira was going to appear for her matriculation
soon afterwards, and the problem of her future education
was troubling us. ^

On our way back we stopped at Patna to discuss with
Rajendra Babu the problem of earthquake relief. He
had just been discharged from prison and, inevitably, he
had taken the lead in unofficial relief work. Our arrival
was unexpected, for none of our telegrams had been
delivered. The house where we intended staying with
Kamala's brother was in ruins ; it was a big double-
storied brick structure. So, like many others, we lived in
the open.

The next day I paid a visit to MuzafFarpur. It was
exactly seven days after the earthquake and little had so
far been done to remove the debris, except from some of
the main streets. As these streets were cleaned, corpses
were being discovered, some in curiously expressive
attitudes, as if trying to ward off a falling wall pr roof.
The ruins were an impressive and terrifying sight. The